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Some Obfervations on the Church Liturgy, or the Scruples of 
a Country Curate. 
SIR, 


omy often wondered, why another public review of the liturgy 
of the church of England (which has been fo earnettly 
wifhed for by a great many pious members of the church) has 
not been effectually undertaken long ago by proper authority. It 
is allowed by all rational perfons; that there is need enough of 
amendment in feveral parts of the Common Prayer Book : Not 
can it well be otherwife, fince a courfe of about 75 years (which 
have paffed fince the laft review) muft needs have produced a great 
many obfolete words and phrafes at leaft, and perhaps given us bet- 
ter light into feveral paflazes of {cripture, on which fome parts 
of our liturgy were founded. 

Tam fatished that no one can read the book of Common Prayer 
with attention and impartiality, but muft obierve feveral things in 
it, that may be altered for the better: And why we fhould not 
have it as free from imperfections as may be, I know of no fuf- 
ficient reafon; unlefs a few wretched political motives, which 
I have fometimes heard of, fhould be thought fufficient to juftify 
fuch a neglect, If it was thought neceflary, in the year 1689 
(almoft half a century ago), to undertake a general review of the 
Common Prayer Book ; I am fure, that the fame necefiity fill fub- 
fifts ; and, I believe, will be thought by moft people to be fome- 
what ftronger. 
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It may be, that the chicf motive at that time for altcring the ]j. 
turgy was in order to recommend it the better to our diffenting 
brethren: The reafon, without doubt, was very good, and worthy 
of true Chriftians; and if an alteration was now to be under. 
taken for the fame reafon, I know nobody that would find fault 
with it, but only fuch as Dr. Sacheverel, who railed fo bitterly at 
the intended alterations in 1689.—In my opinion, the prefent may 
not be an improper time to make fone amendments in our liturgy, 
for the fake of the more moderate diflenters: For, having lately 
loft their hopes of feeing the teft act repealed, I am perfuaded, that 
a great many among them would conftantly communicate with 
the Church of England, if a few things in her liturgy, that are in 
their own nature indifferent, were left, upon a review, to be ine 
different alfo in their ufe. And thofe among them, who, upon this 
condefcenfion from us, would not come over to our church, 
would have lefs pretence afterwards to complain of hardfhips and 
difcouragements from a religious eitablifhment. 

The profpe& of bringing over many diffenters to the church of 
England, is one reafon why an improvement of our liturgy fhould 
be undertaken: But what chiefly led me to make thefe reflections 
upon the neceflity of improving our liturgy was a difficulty that 
I lately met with in.reading the office for public baptifmy, which 
ought not, in my opinion, to be fuffered any longer to perplex the 
con{ciences of honeft men. 

Being curate of a pretty large parifh in the country, I was called 
upon, about fix weeks ago, by fome of the parifh officers to bap- 
tize twin children of a poor travelling woman, who, by mere acci- 
dent; had been brought to bed the day before, at a public-houfe in 
our parifh, “Ihe poor woman had nobody of her own acquain- 
tance with her, not fo much as her hufband; and therefore the 
parifh-oflicers were obliged to hire fome of the leaft confcientious 
people of the parith to be fponfors forthe children. After I had 
namicd the infants, and proceeded to that part of the fervice, which 
contains a folemn exhortation to the godfathers, 1 began to reflect 
with myfelf, that what I was reading was no way {uitable to that 
occafion ; but, on the contrary, was highly improper, and in reality 

no bettcr than moft egregious trifling wita God and man. The 
lurprile 1 was in, upon this fudden refleétion, occafioned me- to 
make a fenfible paufe: For 1 was under great doubt, whether 
L ought to goon of not: But not being able to recollect that 
L.had any liberty to omit that partof the baptifmal office, upon any 
occafion whatfoever ; I difguifed my confufion as well as I could, 
and finifhed the whole fervice as ufual. When the ceremony was 
ovely 
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over, I had then time to confider with myfelf more Icifurely, with 
what ferioufnefs could I exhort the fponfors ; and with what truth 
or faithfulnefs could they folemnly promife before God and the 
congregation then prefent, that they would teach thofe children 
the meaning of the vow and engagement that was then made for 
them? That they would call upon them to hear fermons, in order 
to learn their baptifmal covenant? that they would provide for 
their inftruction in the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments ; and for their godly and virtuous education in 
all parts of ‘Chriftian life : I fay, with what face could I exhort 
them, or they promife to do thefe things; when I was fure there 
was no probability of their ever feeing the children after they fhould 
beone month old? For, thetr mother, being kept in her lying-in 
at the parifh expence, would be obliged ’to depart as foon as her 
month was up, and follow her old method of living, by travelling: 
about the country; or perhaps would return to hér own native 
place, which was in the ifland of Guernfey.—lLaffure you, that 
this relation is not feigned, but an exact account, in every par- 
ticular, of real matter of fact: AndI do not queftion, but feverak 
of my brethren the clergy have met with the likeincidents. 

It is well known, that the bufinefs of fponfors at baptifm ‘s, in gce 
neral, brought toa very {candalous pafs. I have heard, that the in= 
ferior fort of people are obliged, in many places, to be at no fall 
expence in hiring {ponfors for their children: And I believe, that, 
inall places, not one in ten choofe fponfors with a religious view, 
of having their affiftance in their pious and virtuous education of 
their children. Why then,-in the name of God, is there not 
fome provifion made, either to regulate the great abufe of this 
ceremony, or to leave it at the difcretion of the parents to obferve 
it, or not : or elfe wholly to lay afide, as a thing in itfelf not ne- 
ceflary, and known by experience to be greatly abufed? I heartily 
with, that God may put it into the hearts of thofe who are in pub-~ 
lic authority, to make fome alterations in this and other defects 
of cur Common Prayer, for the eafe of fcrupulous confciences, 
and for the greater decency and folemnity of public worfhip. 

Since Fam upon this fubject, I will take the liberty of com- 
municating to you another fcruple, which I have’ often had 
upon my mind in reading one of the prayers of our liturgy: the 
prayer that I mean, is that in the burial office, which immediately 
follows the Lord’s Prayer. I think, there are fome things men- 
tioned in it, which are hardly true; and others, in my opinion, 
very improper.—The prayer begins thus: “ Almighty God, 
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with whom do live the fpirits of them that depart hence in the 
Lord, and with whom the fouls of the faithful, after they are de. 
livered from the burden of the fleth, are in joy and felicity.” Not 
to méntion the manifeft tautology in thefe few words, I think the 
doctrine they contain is not generally allewed to be true, at leaf 
it cannot be proved from fcripture. We are aflured, that Godis 
in.Heaven ; and the fcripture teaches us, that the fouls of good 
men, departed this life, are in Hades; but Heaven and Hades have 
have been always underftood, I think to be two diitiné places; 
therefore the fouls of the faithful cannot be with God, in. the 
fenfe which feems to be meant here. 

It is the generel opinion of the moft eminent divines of our 
church, that the fouls of good men, when they are gone out of 
this world, are not with God in any proper fenfe ; that is, they do 
not enjoy what is called the beatific vifion, or the more immediate 
prefence of the Divine Majefty ; but are referved in an invifible 
region, which the fcripture calls Hades, until the laft day of judg. 
ment; then to-have their perfect confummation of blifs and hap- 
pinefs in the glorious prefence of God for evermore. 

The words immediately following the foregoing paragraph, are 
thefe ; “ We give thee hearty thanks, for that it has pleafed thee 
to deliver this our brother out of the miferies of this {inful world,” 
J -have always looked upon this fentence highly improper to be 
yifed indifcriminately at the burial of all forts of people in genera. 
When it is pronounced over fuch perfons as have died very old or 
in great want and poverty, or in any other manifett mifery; itis 
then,-in my opinion, very fuitable. For we may, with great 
jincerity, thank God for delivering a poor, infirm, or wretched 
creature out of thofe miferics of tie world, which we knew he 
plainly fuffered. But to thank God for taking out of this world, 
pezhaps in the flower of his age, a man who was bringing upa 
family in viituous induftry, or doing fome eminent fervices to re- 
ligionand his country, or any other ways employing his talents to 
the glory of God and the good of mankind ; I fay, to thank God 
olemnly for the death of tuch a man, is what 1 can fee no ground 
for, either in reafon or {cripture. In my opinion, it would be as 
well, if in fuch inftances we only exprefled our tubmiffion to the 

wife providence of God, who had thought proper to deprive us 
of fo ufcfula member of fociety. 

‘The next words in the fame prayer are thefe that follow; “ be- 
feeching thee, that it may pleafe thee of thy gracious goodnels, 
thortly to accomplidh the number of thine elect, and to haiten 
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thy kingdom.” Tam not certain what is the exact meaning of this 
palage ; itappears to me to fet forth the doctrine of abfolute pre= 
deftination : for it feems to fpppofe, that thereis a certain deters 
minate number of perfons to be faved ; and that God can accom- 
plih, or make up that number fooner or later, as he pleafes.— 
Whether this be the meaning of this paflage; and if it be; 
whether it be agreeable to the doctrine of feripture, I leave to my 
fuperiors to determine. For my own part, | have always looked 
upon it as favouring of abfolute predeftination ; and, in that light, 
asnot fufficiently fupported by {cripiure; at leat, not fo clear of all 
doubt, as to be ft to make a partof a folemn petition to Almighty 
God. 

I think, it ishardly juftifiable, to put any thing intoa puolic prayer, 
which ts not founded on clear deductions either of reafon or icrip- 
ture: For public prayers have a much ftronger fan@tion put upon 
them, than the compoiition of any private man: Andthevulgar are 
apt to look upon them as next in authority to the {criptures them- 
felyes; andfometimes, I am afraid, carry their opinion of them much 
higher ; and the clergy are always obliged to make ufe of them 
without the leaft variation, though the matter of them fhould be 
generally allowed to be entirely coniiftent with fcripture. Whether 
that prayer in the burial office which I have now examined, be 
always agreeable to reafon and fcriptwre, I leave every one to 
judge for himfelf. I did not choofe this prayer for the fubject of 
my obfervations, becaufe | thought it the only one in our liturgy 
that is liable to exceptions; but I made choice of this, becaufe, in 
my opinion, it ieems in all its parts to be the leaft fupported by 
{cripture authority of the whole collection of public prayers. 

I hall not trouble you at prefent with my thoughts upon any of 
the reft ; but beg leave to mention in general, that 1 think the 
morning fervice for Sundays and holidays, as it is now read in ail 
parifh-churches, lofes a great deal of its beauty and decency (to 
fay nothing worte) by the cuftom that prevails every where of 
reading together, at one and the fame time, without any proper in- 
terval, what was originally defigned for three diflinct fervices, to 
be uled at fo many different times. This gives occafion to taat 
(perhaps juft) objection of the diflenters, againft the frequent re- 
petition of the Lord’s Prayer in our public worthip: for by this 
il-timed accumulation of different parts of our liturgy, it is no 
uncommon thing for the Lord’s Prayer to be repeated tix times in 
the faine morning forvice. 

Tam 
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Tam not confcious to myfelf, that, in thefe obfervations, I haye 
any ways offended againft that juft deference which every Clergy. 
man owes to the judgment and authority of the church of Eng. 
Jand: Ifany one thould think otherwife, I fincerely afk his pardon; 
and do folemnly profefs, that I. meant no more than to propofe 
fome of my own {cruples; in hopes, that the venerable fathers of 
our church will be perfuaded in due time to do fomething for the 
relief of fuch {crupulous confciences as mine. 


Your’s, De. 
Keut, September 20, 1739. 





. 


Extraéts from the Revolutions de Paris, in which és given 
an cxatt Recital of what paffed in the Capital, and par. 
ticularly at ihe taking of the Baftile, from the 11th of 
July, 1789, to the 23d of the fame Month. 


Py M.D 


{Tranflated from the French. ] 


C—., 





(Continued from Page 5 and concluded.) 


N Sunday and Monday the greateft calm prevailed in the ca- 
pital. ‘The clerks of the palais, and a detachment of French 
guards went to St. Germaine and Poifly, to reftrain the populace, 
and the robbers who ftirred them up, in order to profit by the 
difafters. = 
‘Tuefday the 21ft, a refolution of the Affembly of the Eledtors 
fixed the price of bread of 4lbs. to be 13d. halfpennyy inftead 
of 15d. at which price it had been rendered for many months. The 
Chamber of the Commons was charged to indemnify the bakers. 
In the evening a deputation of the inhabitants of Compriegne ar- 
rived to announce that they had takenaM, Bertier, Intendant of. 
Paris, accufed of having entered into a plot for engrofling corn. 
The Deputies of Compriegne folicited to have a detachinent of 
city militia fent to bring Bertier. The Permanent Committee 
fent an efcort of 400 perfons of different diftricts, who fat off on 
horfeback at midnight accompanied with an elector. The fame 
day {21{t) the electors opened a fub{cription of 40,000 livres, 
waich were diltributed among the workmen of the Fauxbourg 
St. Antoine. Many diftricts are forwarded to open the like fub- 
{cription, 
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fcription, and the fund was to be diftributed among thofe who had 
taken arms for the defence of liberty. The Atiembly of the 
Electors refolved to give three livres to each workiman, and fix 
livres to thofe who carried a mufket to the Committee. 

Some perfons obferving that the works raifed on the fide of 
Montmorin had for their object the placing fome cannon to bom- 
bard the city, and that there were in the Abbey fome cannon and 
other military ftores, the City Conimittee deputed two electors 
toafcertain this fact, who having carefully examined every part of 
the monaftery found none there. It was reported in the evening 
that the people of the Fauxbourg St. Antoine threatened to fet 
fire to the houfe of M. Santerre, abrewer. Many dezachments 
of the city militia fent into that quarter, and diftributed amongft 
the people, ftopped the ill difpofed. M. Foulon, covered with 
public execration from the firft day of the Revolution, caufed a 
report to be fpread that he was dezd, and to make it appear the 
more probable his domeftics went into mourning. He concealed 
himfelf in the Chateau de V iry, near to Effone. 

Wednefday the 22d, the inhabitants of Viry are informed that 
M. Foulon is concealed in his Chateau, upon which they feized 
him, and conducted him tothe Hotel de Ville. “They found him 
behind a hay-rick, furrounded with thistles The Aflembly de- 
cided that he ought to be fent to the Abbey de St. Germaine, and 
agreed to depute fome perfons to go to the National Affembly, 
and intreat it to name fome judges to try thofe who fhould be ace 
cufed of the crime of treafon. ‘The people informed of the ar- 
tivalof M. Foulon affembled in the Place de Greve, and de- 
mdanded his death with loud cries. Betwixt four and five o’clock 
they forced the guard, and got up to the Hotel de Ville, in order 
to feize M. Foulon. The Marquis de la Fayette, ina difcourte 
full of energy, endeavoured to convince the people thatthe Af- 
fembly was incompetent to judge M. Foulon—that he may be 
guilty; but that he ought to be judged in the regular courte of 
law-—that it was the butineis of the National Affembly to name 
the judges—-that the Freach cannot fuffer a man to perifh who 
has not firit been heard—that it was not their province toglo the 
office of a Committee. He aflures them that M. Foulon thall 
not efcape, and that he fhall be fent to prifon, guarded by the 
Parifian militia—that it is for the intereft of the nation for 
M. Foulon to be interrogated, and for witnefles to be heard in 
order to know his accomplices. M. Fouion, mounted ona table, 

applauded the difcourfe of the Marquis de la Fayette, and de=- 
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manded to be conducted to prifon, and judged according to the 
laws. 

The difcourfe of the Marquis had made the moft lively im. 
prefions upon the people, when one of them cried out, thatif 
M. Foulon were conduéted to prifon he would find means to 
efcape, and that he ought to perifh. Inftantly they feize M. Fou. 
lon, drag him down from the Hotel, and tie him by the neck to 
the cord of the lamp iron, which had ierved for the former exe. 
cutions, But on pulling the cord it breaks. After mendingit 
breaks again. “They take a new cord. A man mounts upon the 
iron work—pafles the cord through a pulley, and M. Foulon js 
hung up the third time. He continued futpended three quarters 
of an hour, when they cut off his head and carry it throughall 
the ftreets on the point of a pike; the blood running down a 
the hands of the man who carried it. His body was ftripped 
naked, and dragged with a cord which pafled under the arms 
They carry it at laft toa cell where dead bodies are depofited till 
ewned, 

In the afternoon there was an uproar at the Fauxbourg St. Ger. 
main, which was foon ftopped by the city militia. “The peojle 
wifhed toburn the Hotel of the Duke du Chatelet, and the Palais 
Bourbon. 

The efcort which were to bring M. Bertier to Paris feized bim 
at Verbery, near Senlis. ‘There they took M. Bertier from the 
hands of the citizens of Compreigne, and arrived at the village 
of the Louvre; the inhabitants tied behind his back a paper with 
thefe words ‘* dealer in corn.” They wifhed to put him ona 
cart—and notwithftanding all the efforts of the efcort, they broke 
to picces his one-horfe chaife, and left nothing but the feat on 
which M, Bertier was fitting. Some one tore off the cockade 
from his hat. Arrived at the Street St. Martin the people forced 
him to kifs the head of M. Foulon, his father-in-law, and had it 
not been for the large efcort which attended him, they would have 
forced him away. At nine o’clock in the evening M. Bertier 
afcended to the Hotel de Ville. But he had {fcarce been there 
three quarters of an hour, when the people feized him, and dragged 
him out to the bottom of the iron-work on which his father-in- 
law had been hanged. The fatal cord broke twice ; and the fury 
of the peopie was fo great that they would not fuffer him to be 
hanged a third time. ‘They cut off his head, opened his body, 
tore out his heart and entrails, His torn members are dragged 
through the dtreets. His head was carried on the point of a - 
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and his heart on the point of a fword. ‘They burnt the hair of 
his head at the Palais Royal, near the Coffee-houfe de F ois. 

M. Foulon and M. Bertier were certainly guilty, Both of tiem 
enemies of the nation, had been its tyrants, and they delerved 
thefevereft punifhment. But, Frenchmen, ought you to imbrue 

our hands in their blood? Ought you, who pais for a people 
themoft polifhed—the moft amiable—the moft mild and humane 
—you who inveigh againft the leaft act of defpotifm—who claim 
laws—you whom I have feen groan at the fight of the inftruments 
which were ufed in the Baftile for the deftruction of thofe who 
offended the Miniftry—-Ought you to perform the vile office of a 
‘hangman? Ought not you to leave it to the courts of juftice toa? 
Ought not you to have confidence in the Marquis de la Fayette, 
that generous citizen? Ought not you to rely on your reprefen- 
tatives? Are you ignorant that the punifhment pronounced by 
the law, and executed by the hangman, would make a ftronger 
imprefion on Minifters who endeavour to enflave you? Know 
you not, that the minifterial cabal would take advantage of your 
licentioufnefs, in order to calumiate you, and to fhew tuat you are 
not worthy of being free.” 

Thurfday the 23d, the greateft calm reigned in the capital.— 
The 24th the diftricts thought it their duty to employ themfelves 
in naming two Deputies to aét with M. Bailly, the Mayor of 
Paris, for forming the conftitution. Madame de Montmorin is 
nominated Governefle to the royal children. After a long feries 
of calamities all hope for ferene days. “Ihe morning ef felicity 
already fhines upon France, whilft the reprefentatives of the nation 
are employing themfelves with indefatigable zeal in forming a 
folid conftitution. It fees with inexpreffible joy the King, fur- 
rounded with a Miniftry worthy of hisconfidence. Called with the 
moft earneft importunity from every part of the kingdom, M. Nec- 
ker returns to us. Faithful to the oath which he has made never 
toforfake us, he confents again to take the helm of our political 
veflel. In three days our wifhes were accomplithed by his pre- 
fence, The title of the Firft Minifter, which was: given him 
before by the nation, will, Without doubt, be confirmed to him by 
a King who places all his happinefs in complying with the rea- 
fonable wifhes of his people. The other Minifters, the com- 
panions of M. Necker’s glory and difgraee, return with him, 
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An Account of the Revolution in Poland. 































wt iy Revolution in Poland forms fo very ftriking a circum. 
ftance among the memorable events of the prefent zn, 
that we are pleafed to have an opportunity of laying before our 
readers the following fummary of the new contftitution, as decreed 
by the Diet on the 3d ult. 

1. Eftablifhed Religicn.] The Roman Catholic fhall be the 
eftablifhed religion of the nation ; butas this religion teaches the 
love of our neighbour, there fhall be granted to every one, of 
whatever confeflion of faith, a free exercife of their own worhhip, 
and a perfect protecticn of the laws, according to the prefcribed 
rules, 

2. Territorial Nobility.] As the anceftors of the Polith Equel- 
trian Order have been the original founders of liberty, the nobility 
fhall enjoy every privilege which is compatible with the prefent 
meliorated con{titution, and the Nobles thall be held as the prin. 
cipal ftrength and fhield of liberty and the conftitution. 

3. Cites and Burghers.] ‘Vhe free conftitution decreed by this 
Diet in favour of cities and burguers, fhall invariably and firmly 
fubfift in its full extent, as well as the prerogatives of the Nobility. 
‘Their liberty fhall be general, in order to obtain for the time to 
come the real power and exertion of the country. 

4+ Peafants and Vaffals.] . As the peafants are the fource of 
the nat.onal abunilance and riches, and as true political itrength 
is derived from them, they fhall, conformable to the rights of man 
and juftice, as well as in virtue of the Chriftian principles, be 
taken henceforward under the protection of the laws and govern- 
ment. “They may enter into,coatracts with their Lords refpecting 
their rights and fervices, and the engagements once pafied thal be 
held legal 5 the fucceflors of .thofe Lords thall ftri€tly obferve the 
contracts, and fhall be refponfible for them before all the compe- 
tent tribunals ; at no time can any change be made, unlefs with 
the confent of their vaflals. Willing to extend and encourage 
| population, we declare full liberty in favour of every individual, 

as well thofe who arrive for the firft time, as thofe who, having 
heretofore quitted the kingdom, are willing to return into the bo- 
fom of their country ; infomuch that every ftranger or returned 
inhabitant, from the moment he fets foot on the territory of 
Poland, fhall be free, may exercif his profeflion, remain where 
he pleafes, refide in the cities gr villages, and in fine, continue in 
Poland or guit it, having firtt fulfilled his contracted engagements 
5. Government 








5. G 
Polifh | 
fembled 
Power, 
Cufto 1a 
bunals z 
6. T 
the kin 
Chamb: 
under | 
forming 
the fanc 
in the 
followit 
ftitutio: 
taxes 5 
the wi 
adly, ° 
impott: 
accider 
ficatior 
matic ; 
quiries 
Th 
wodes, 
King, 
tory, if 
cafe N 
with b 
by the 
execut 
Diet 1 
fecond 
hold it 
conce 
the m 
the Se 
witht 
not hz 
give a 
In 
odic 
to allt 


circum. 
eat era, 
fore ou 
decreed 


| be the 
shes the 
one, of 
rorthip, 
{cribed 


E quel. 
obility 
Drefent 
> prins 


Dy this 

rly 
bility, 
me to 


rce of 
ength 
F man 
sy be 
yerne 
cing 
all be 
e the 
npe- 
with 
rage 
lual, 

ving 

bo- 

rned 

y of 

here 

e in 

nts, 

t 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 35 


5. Government or Public Powers.) Three fhall exift in the 
Polifh Government :—1{t, The Legiflative Power, in the af- 
fembled States of the Diet :—2dly, The Supreme Executive 
Power, in the perfon of the King and his Counci!, denominated 
Cufedia Legis ;—3dly, The Judiciary Power, compofed of tri- 
bunals already or yet to be eftablifhed. 

6. The Diet or Legiflative Power.1 The Diet or States of 
the kingdom fhall be affembled as hitherto, divided into two 
Chambers; that of the Nonces, and that of the Senators 
under the prefidency of the King. The Houfe of Nonces, 
forming and reprefenting the fovereignty of the nation, fhall be 
the fanctuary of the legiflation: ‘Thus, in the Houfe of Nonces, 
in the firft inftance, fhall be decreed, all projects in the 
following cafes :—1{t, Whatever concerns the general, con- 
ftitutional, civil and criminal laws, as alfo the permanent 
taxes ; which objects, firlt propofed by the King, fhall, by 
the waywodes and diftricts be forwarded to the Dietines ;— 
adly, Tat which refpects regulations concerning provifionary 
impotts, the mint, public loans, elevation to nobility, and other 
accidental recompences, public difburfements, war, peace, rati- 
fication of alliances, and treaties of commerce, as alio ail diplo- 
matic a¢ts and conventions relative to the right of nations, in- 
quiries refpecting magiftrates, their refponfibility, &c. 

The Houfe of Senators fhall be formed by the Bifhops, Ways 
wodes, Caftellans and Minifters under the prefidency of the 
King, who have two voices, the firft decifive, the other declara- 
tory, if there be an equality of voices. “The law fpecified in the 
cale No. 1, being decreed by the Houfe of Nonces, fhall forth- 
with becarried to the Houfe of Senators, who will admit or fufpend 
by the plurality of voices. The acceptance will be followed by 
execution. In cafe of fufpenfion, the duration thall be from one 
Diet to another : But if this fufpended law fhould be decreed a 

fecond time by the Houfe of Nonces, the Houle of Senators mutt 
hold it as an indifpenfable obligation to accept it. As to what 
concerns the regulations No. 2, they fhall be fimply decreed by 
the majority of voices in one and the other Houfe; except that 
the Senators and Minifters, fo far as regards objects concerned 
with their functions, and the direction of their departments, fhall 
not have a decifive voice ; they neverthelefs fhall fit, in order to 
give an account of their adminiitration. 

_In conttitutional cafe , the Dict thall always be fixed, but pe- 
uodical in accidental occurrences. It fhall at all times be ready 
to aflemble and decide in unforcfewn events, particularly thote of 

E 2 foreign 


























































36 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


foreign war, ferious inteltine troubles, public affliftions, fuch 35 
the plague, famine, &c. The Dict thall be convoked by the 
King, or the Council eftablifhed for the maintenance of the law; 
confequently, the Liberum Veto, all the confederations, and even 
the Confederate Diets, are fupprefled as contrary to the prefent 


conftitution, and dangerous and pernicious to Government as | 


well as to the ties of fociety. 


Seeing that on one hand the conftitution fhould be ftable, and 


on the other requires to be perfected, the conftitution fhall be re. 
vifed and examined by a Dict Extraordinary, conftitutionally con. 
vened every 25 years for this purpofe. [Here follows the organi. 


zation of the Diet, and the ratifications of the law by the Dietines,] } 


7. The King and the Executive Power.] ‘The Executive 
Power is confided to the King, in his Council, which fhall be de. 
nominated the Guardian of the Laws. All the jurifdictions, m. 
giftracies, and tribunals fhall be fubordinate and fubmitted to their 
examination, though the Diet fhould not be aflembled. In this 
Council of Superintendance there fhould be, befide the Members, 
five Minifters, of five feveral departments, two Secretaries, and 
two Regiiters, one for foreign and another for internal affairs, 
‘This Council fhall not make laws nor intrepret them, {till lefs ne- 
gociate loans or meddle with matters of finance, neither thall they 
declare war or make peace, definitely conclude treaties, or pals 
any diplomatic act ; but they fhall be authorized to treat, pro- 
vilionally, with foreign powers, and, on urgent occafions, to form 
conventions, but fubmit them afterwards to the approbation of 
the Diet. 

The throne of Poland fhall be elective in families, but heredi- 
tary to the defcendants of one chofen family. Ip confequence, 
after the deceafe of the reigning Sovereign, the prefent Elector 
of Saxony fhall be proclaimed the King of Poland, The fubfe- 
quent dynafty of Kings will cammence in Frederick Auguftus, 
Elector of Saxony, and his male defcendants. The eldeft fon of 
the rciguing King fhall fucceed his father. If the reigning Eleétor 
has no male heirs, then his daughter, Maria Auguita Nepomu- 
cene, is declared Infanta of Poland. ‘The fpoufe whom the 
Elector, with the agreement of the Republic, fhall deftine for 
this Princefs, will commence a new branch of the reigning family 
in its male heirs, 

In cafe of the extin@ion of an houfe in their pofterity, the 
nation fhall re-enter on its right of electing another family. 

‘The King fhall be obliged to fwear to the maintenance of the 


conftitution and the obfervation of the Pata Conventa which 
fhall 
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fhall be prefcribed tohim. [Here follows an organization of the 
Council called the Guardian of the Laws, its functions, and re- 
fponfibility ; the mode of convoking the Diet, by the King in his 
Council, and the manner alfo of etfecting it if the King and his 
Council fail in their duty. } 

His Majetty thall nominate Bifhops, Senators, the other officers 
civil and military, as well as the Minifters ; the latter, in quality of 
agents to the Executive Power, fhall conitantly be refponfible and 
removeable. ‘The perfon of the King fhall be declared inviola- 
ble, irrefponfible, the father and the chief of the nation. He thall 
command and direét, during the courfe of a war, all military 
operations ; his title fhall be, “ Staniflaus Auguftus, by Grace 
Divine, and the withes of the nation, King of Poland.” 

8. Judicial Power.) Inevery waywode and diftrict there thall 
bea tribunal for the firft refort, to which the Judges fhall be elec- 
tive; there alfo fhall be three plenary Courts of Juftice in the 
three provinces of the Republic, to decide in the dernier refort, 
and the Deputies of which they are to be compofed thall likewife 
be elective. The other tribunals, magiftracies, and commiffions, 
fhall remain on the ancient footing, and give judgment on their 
refpective pleadings. One Court of Supreme Juftice, called the 
Diet, or Comitial Tribunal, fhall be compofed of Members of 
the Diet, in order to determine all crimes of State of which the 
laws make mention, and a new code of civil and military laws will 
be prepared. 

His Majefty can pardon condemned malefactors, except in cafes 
where they fhall commit crimes againft the State. 

9. The Regency.] ‘The Council called Guardian of the Laws, 
fhall exercife the functions of the Regency. “The Queen fhall 
be at its head, and, during her abfence, the Primate fhall fupply 
her place, in quality of Prefident of the National Education. 
A Regency may take place on three eccafions :—1ft, During 
the minority of the King, which terminates with the completion 
of his 18th year; 2dly, In cafe of a debility, the confequences of 
which would affect the underftanding of the King ; and 3dly, If, 
in war, the King fhould fall into the power of the enemy, and re- 
main their prifoner. “Che Regency {hall likewife be refpontible to 
the nation aflembled in Diet. 

10. Education of the King’s Children.] The fuperintendance 
of the education of the children of the King belongs to the nation, 
without, however, diminifhing thereby paternal rights. ‘There 


fhall be an infpector appointed by the Diet, who fhall watch, in| 


concert with the King and his Council, or, in cafe of his death, 
with 
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with the Regency, over the education of the Princes Royal; he 
fhall afterwards give an account of their inftruction and progrefs 
tothe Diet. Asto the plan of education, it fhall be formed by 
the Cammittee fet over the national education. 

11. The Armed Force of the Nation.] The defence of the 
nation belongs to itfelf ; aH the citizens are in confequence de- 
clared defenders of the country; but there fhall exiit an army 
always in a condition to act, fubordinate to the executive power, 
and conforming to the feveral regulations decreed by the law.—— 
The army fhall ferve, after receiving orders, in the defence of 
the conftitution in gencral, guarding the frontiers, and fupporting 
the execution of the laws. [After this follows an energetic de- 
claration, that, agreeable to the invariable principles adopted 
above, they continue {till to make other regulations. } 

The antient laws which militate againit this rectified confti- 
tution are annihilated. “Whofoever prefumes to revolt againft the 
prefent conftitution will be regarded as a traitor to the country, 
purfued with fword in hand, judged, and feverely punifhed. The 
execution of this conftitution fhall immediately take place under 
the eyes of the Diet now aflembled. 

‘The memory of this important event fhall be celebrated every 
year: for this purpofe they fhall conftrua, at the expence of the 
public treafure, a church with the infcription, “ T’o Divine Pro- 
vidence,”’ in order to cternize the remembrance of a Revolution 
effected unanimoufly, and without the lofs of a fingle drop of 
blood. 

Such is this excellent conftitution, dictated by equity, en- 
lightened by underftanding, and founded on the impredfcriptible 
rights of man. If this new conftitution is maintained in its 
purity, and retouched from time to time, as the beneficent Sove- 
reign and illuftrious State propofe, the refult will be, that the Polith 
nation, after having vegetated fo long in obfcurity, groaning under 
the yoke of oppreflion, will become one of the happieft nations 
in the univerfe. 





An ANECDOTE. 


R. BOSWELL has prefented his readers with an inftance 
of Dr. Johnton’s ambition, which is of fo extraordinary 3 

nature as to deferve to be tranfcribed : 
Jobnfon had a noble ambition floating in his mind, and had un- 
doubtedly often ipeculated on the poflibility of his fuper-eminent 
powers 
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powers being rewarded in this great and liberal country by the 
higheft honours of the State. Sir William Scott informs me, 
that upon the death of the late Lord Lichfield, who was Chancel- 
lor of the Univerfity of Oxford, he faid to Johpfon, * What a 
pity it is, Sir, that you did not follow the profeffion of the law. 
You might have been Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, and at- 
tained to the dignity of the Peerage; and now that the title of 
Lichfield, your native city, is extinct, you might -have had it.” 
Johnfon, upon this, feemed very much agitated ; and, in an an~ 
gry tone, exclaimed, “ Why will you vex me by fuggeiting this, 
when it is too late ?” 





The HERMIT of SNOWDEN; 
: O R, 
Memsirs of Albert and Lavinia. 


[Written by Himfelf, and found after his Death near the Place of his 
Retirement. } 


(Continued from Page 19.) 


HEN we got to the Parfonage, the amiable old man did 
not take me into the parlour, but toa {mall neat ftudy, 
where we were fecure from interruption; and after fitting in 
filence for about half an hour, he began, in the moft delicate man- 
her, to introduce the fubject of Lavinia’s illnefs; fuppofing, as 
indeed was the cafe, that I wifhed tobe informed of all the cir- 
cumftances, though I had not the courage to make any enquiry. 
He firft informed me, that he had not the happinefs of knowing 
her until fhe came intothis neighbourhood ; but that, after feeing 
her feveral times at church, and obferving an air of melancholy 
about her, which extremely intereftedhim, he defired his wife would 
make hera vifit, and endeavour to cultivate her acquaintance: 
For he knew fhe muft be a woman of character, by her lodging 
where fhe did; as Mrs. ————, who kept the houte, was very 
cautious whom {he reccived into it, notwithftanding her being fo 
reduced, by a variety of misiortuncs, as to have little more to 
fubfift on befides what fhe made of her apartment, which, he be- 
lieved, was let to Lavinia, for feven fhillingsa week. His wife, 
he faid, was charmed with her converfation ; and, for his own 
part, he found fuch delight inher fociety, that it almoit made up 
to 





ra aie a 
Se epee ot le a reer 

















































40 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


to him the lofs of a beloved and only daughter, who died about 


two years ago, 


. . J 
Here the good man’s tears entirely choaked his utterance; 


for his grief was mellowed by time, and could unbend its poig. 
nancy by weeping. After fome minutes, he refumed the fubject 
of Lavinia, and told me fhe was taken ill the very day after I had 
vifited her: “That fhe was at firit attended by frequent faintings, 


which terminated in a flow fever, and a loathing of all kind of | 


fuftenance; and that, though nobody about her imagined the dif- 
order dangerous until within the laft four days, fhe had herfelf a 
prefentiment of her approaching end; and looked forward to the 
awful moment of diflolution, with that calm and fteady fortitude, 
which the recolle&tion of a well fpent life, and a firm confidence 
in the mercy of Heaven, can alone enable us to maintain. 

After fome farther converfation, of the fame pious tendency, 
he intreated meto take a little refrefhment; and fome wineand 
bifcuits were brought in, but it was with difficulty I could fwallow 
either. He then paufed a little; and, after a few minutes, re 
fumed the fubject, by faying, that he had in his pocket, fome 
ftanzas written by Lavinia, he believed, from the date, on the very 
day I was with her; and, when I was fufficiently compofed to 
read them, he would give them to me, I ftretched_ forth my 
hand impatiently, to receive the manufcript, which he had already 
taken outof a pocket-book ; for the fight of her well-known 
characters threw me into fuch agitation, that I was ready to fnateh 
the paper from his hand. It contained the following verles, 
which, though not fo clegantly finifhed as moft of her other poe- 
try, breathe a fpirit of piety and refignation, which mark the mind 
of an angel. 


Be hufh’d each figh, whofe murm’ring moan 
Of endlefs woe complains ; 

Be mine, in patient hope alone, 
To bear what Heav’n ordains, 

In mercy, each afflifting dart, 
Is {ent fome fault to chide; 

To prote fome weaknefs in my heart, 
Selt-love wou’d fondly hide : 

Or wean me from this vale of carey 
Where ling’ring ftill I cling ; 

And bid my earth-chain’d thoughts prepare, 
T’ward Heav’n to raife their wing. 

Loofe 
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Loofe thou thine arrows, Lord; nor heed 
My tears, my pray’rs combin’d ; 

Save when for grace they humbly plead, 
To meet thy will refign’d. 


My mind was more forcibly ftruck with the moral leffon in- 
culcated by this little poem, particularly the laft ftanza, than it 
would have been though an angel had defcended from on high to 
teach.me the duty of refignation. My countenance, as well 
asmy thoughts, became more ferene; and the good old man, 
perceiving the alteration which thefe fublime effufions of Lavi- 
nia’s piety had produced, ‘adapted his difcourfe to the prefent 
temper of my mind; and reafoned fofeelingly, and at the fame 
time fo eloquently, upon the uncertain tenor of human happinefs; 
the anxiety infeparable from the poffeffion of every fublunary 
bleffing, whofe lofs the trembling heart anticipates, even in the 
height of enjoyment ; and deduced fuch powerful affurances of 
a future exiftence from this imperfeétion in our prefent ftate, that 
he reconciled me, in fome meafure, to the lofs I had fuftained, by 
pointing my views to that happy immortality, where faith is 
changed into certainty, and hope is loft in the full fruition of our 
withes. 

It was now paft eleven o’clock—and as my excellent friend 
believed me fufficiently compofed to think of taking fome reft; 
he begged leave to conduct me tomy chamber. 1 followed him 
up ftairs, and, after wifhing me a good night, he prayed to God to 
comfort me, and fhut the door. 

As foon asI was alone, I again read over Lavinia’s verfes, and 
found my mind become more compofed at every perufal of tueme 
In fhort, Ino longer lamented the woman torn ftom my em- 
braces, but I looked up to the angel throned in glory, and enjoy 
ing, in the prefence of her Creator, the bright reward of all her 
patient fufferings. ' 

The conclufion of thefe meditations was a fixed refolve to re= 
nounce the world; as foon asI had paid the laft honours to her 
memory ; and by devoting myfelf to alife of folitude, and volun- 
tary mortification, to exprate the guilt [had incurred, by my un- 
kind negleét of her. 

The next morning, the benevolent mafter of the houfe came 
into my chamber, to enquire how I had refted ; and finding me 
already up, he defired to know, whether his wife’s company at 
breakfaft would be agreeable to me: He begged, if it would not, 
VoL, XVII, 441. F that 
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‘ - ant 
that I would tell him fo ingenuoufly, for he would not have me dy | Pd 15 
any thing which was repugnant to my feelings. - Ireland 
[ aflured him, that, fo far from being averfe to her company, | of 64: 
I fhould find confolation in feeing a lady who had been the friend | 
! ee 2 : 5 of the 
of Lavinia. Upon this aflurance he conducted me down ftairs } for fev 
to the parlour, and introduced me tohis wife, who was waiting § The 


hreakfaft; and who, fo far as I could judge, in fuch an inattentive marie 
ftate of mind, and on an acquaintance of a few days only, aps | the ha 
peared deferving of the hulband fhe was bleft with. ‘ Th 











When breakfaft was over, I mentioned Lavinia to her, which } with b 
immediately drew tears intoher eyes. She told me the had been wis de 
with her almoft conftantly during her illnefs, and was prefent a [ ‘Th 
the laft aweful moment. That fhe had apparently fuffered erfon 
nothing, but from extreme Jangour, the whole time of hercon- | ee 
finement, and went off without a groan, or the leaft diftortionof Hunti 
a feature; nay, indeed, fhe fai¢, there was 4 {weet {mile mantled } endow 
over her countenance, as-fhe clofed her cyes, which feemed as if | Son 
the joys of Heaven dawned upon her betore fhe had taken leave | her cl 
of mortality. , mone} 

After fome farther converfation upon the fame affeting fubjed | trufter 
I mentioned the funeral to her, and faid fhe would extremely oblige fome | 
me, by giving the neceflary orders, without confining herfelf in chape 
point of expence. ‘That | had only one thing to direét, which In. 
was the place of interment, as I fhould with to have the dear re- dofin 
mains depofited by the fide of her mother, whom I had heard her but F 
fpeak of with the higheft filial piety and affe@tion, and who was the v 
buried at » about feventy miles from London: That] ahs 
would attend the*aweful ceremony myfelf, and take care to have per. : 
a proper monument erected to her memory. The amiable wo- and f 
man bowed affent, for her heart was too full to allow of her fpeak- Poult 
ing; andI foon after.took my leave, in order to make thofear- lence 
rangements I had projected the preceding night, before I fet out ratte 
upon my melancholy journey. But, before I departed, the be- medi 

| nevolent couple, united their intreaties that I would return to din- wilde 

ner: Affuring me they fhould be quite alone, and begged I would adher 

~~ their houfe my home, while 1 continued in that neighbour- religi 
1004, , 

; (Tobe concluded in our next.) Anfu 

Particulars refpetling the late Countefs of Huntingdon. \ 

HIS Lady was mother to the late Karl of Huntingdon, and 
Dowager of ‘Dheopiilus his father. By her death 12001. 
per 
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per annuin will defcend to her grandfon the prefent Lord Rawdon, 
and 1500]. per annum to her daughter the Couatefs of Moira in 
Ireland. The remagnder of her fortune the has Jeft to the fupport 
of 64chapels, for promoting the religion commonly called that 
of the Methodifts, of which chapels the was the principal fupport 
for feveral years. 

The above lady was daughter to the late Earl of Ferrers, and 
married Theophilus Earl of Huntingdon June 3, 1728, by whom 
the had iffue the late Earl, and the prefent Couatefs of Moira. 

The chapels in Lady Huatingdon’s connedtion are to be hung 
with black, and the principal adherents are to go in mourning, as 
was done for the late Mr. Wefley. 

The Methodifts have fufteredy fince Chriftmas, the lofs of two 
perfons whofe place will not be eafily filled; John Wefley, whofe 
authority and influence kept the fociety together; and Lad 
Huntingdon, whofe fortune was chiefly expended in building and 
endowing chapels. 

Some time ago Lady Huntingdon had a difpute with fome of 
her clergy: Whitfield, before he died, advifed her, if fhe put out 
money for the ufe of chapels, never to allow clergymen to act as 
truftees. Her perfifting in following this advice gave offence to 
fome of her minifters, who feparated, and fet up independent 
chapels, 

In the winter of 1787 fhe received a cover directed to her, in- 
clofing two ma/querade tickets. She paid no regard to. the infult, 
but giving them to one of the Deacons, bid him fend them to 
the weft-end of the town, and get what money he could for them, 
and give it to fome deferving object of diftrefs he thought pro- 
per. He accordingly difpofed of them for a guinea, and with that, 
and fome other {mall addi:ion to it, liberated a poor man from the 
Poultry Compter. Prefence and tranquility of mind, benevo- 

lence, penetration, and acute obfervation, are faid to be the cha- 
racteriftics of the Countefs of Huntingdon, She delighted ‘in 
meditation, that {pring of unceafing pleafures, and true {chool of 
wifdom. It is but juftice toher memory to fay, that he itrictiy 
adhered to the maxim of the primitive Chriitians, viz. “ that 
religion confifted not in talking, but in doing good things.” 








Anfwer, by D, Robarts, St. Columb, to F. Stephens’s Charade, ine 
ferted May 2. 
\ HEN the fportfman roves over the meadow or Geld, 
If the game he in plenty can {ee 5 
e 2 And 
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And the partridge and hare to his prowefs do yield, 
Sure no mortal’s.fo happy as he. 

How chang’d are his features when roving all day, 
At night he returns thro’ the green, 

With his POWDER-HORN empty, and fhot thrown away, 
And {carcely a bird to be feen. 





Anfwer, by F. Vaac, of Crediton, to R. Eales’s Charade, inferted 
; May 2. : 


WwW your charade means, if I am right, 
Is the POLICE that acts by day and night. 


*{* We have received the like anfwer from D. Robarts,of 
St. Columb; R. Pivot; J. Whiteway, Dartington; Hanna, 
of Exmouth; R. Gilbert, Crediton; IT. Whicker, of Exon; 
Philomyfticus, Lifkeard; Furze Stub, Long Moor; and Join 
Collins, of Uffculm. 





Anfwer, by Amica Crewkernfienfis, toa Rebus, inferted May 9 


HEN theinitials are plac’d right and true, 
The name of UPJOHN will appear in view. 


+{+ We have received the like anfwer from R. Gilbert, of 
Crediton; §. Hill, Dawlifh; R. Pivot; $. Major, Colyton; 
W. Seaman, Calverleigh; T. Walker, Hemyock; J. Bulgin, 
of Cattle Cary; T. Davis, of Woodford; J.K. C. near Wells; 
G. Hix, of Wefton Zoyland; Philomyfticus, and R. Eales, of 
Lifkeard ; D. Robarts, St. Columb ; R. Bond, near Axminfter; 
T. Coumbe, St. German’s ; H. C. Granger, Exon; and Furst 
Stub, of Long Moor. 


a 





Anfwer, by Furze Stub, of Long Moor, to R. Eales’s Enigma, in- 
ferted May 23. 


ARD was it, Sir, for me to tell, 
Your enigma meant the letter L. 


We have received the like anfwer from John Collins, Uficulm, 
Anfwer, 





ti 








Anfu 


be p 
the 





TB 





away, 


) inferted § 


barts, of 


Exon; | 


id John 


ert, of 
lyton ; 
Bulgin, 
Wells; 
iles, of 
infter; 
Furze 


—— 


na, it 


culm, 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 45 


Anfwer, by Ralph Bond, near Axminfler, to F. K. C's Enigma, 
inferted May 30. 


E’LL live in harmony and love, 
And carefully our TIME improve. 





———— 


4 QUESTION, ly W. Upjohn, of Shaftefbury. 
STIMATING the earth’s annual orbit at 597,900,000 a 


miles ina circular periphery, how long would a cannon ball 
be pafling from thence to the fun, fuppofing its velocity was after iy 
the rate of 7.5 miles ina minute ? 
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4 CHARADE, by R. Eales, of Eaft Love. 


OME, youthful bards, with nice precifion fcan, 
The fragile fyftem of that creature man, 
Inveftigate his complicated frame, 
For part of it to you my firft will name ; 





7 


When Boreas blows, and icy winter reigns, 

And ftorms tempeftuous ravage all the plains; 
Acrofs my next, with bold and headlong force, 
Th’ adventurous fchool-boy fhapes his airy courfe. 


“apn 


Now caft your eyes around Britannia’s ifle, 
Where peace and plenty both united {mile. 








An ENIGMA, by Fames Traer, of Truro. i 


a. the fiction of poets concerning the wind, 
I’m chiefly unruly when ftrongeft confin’d 5 


For filver and gold I den’t trouble my head, ¥ 
The things I delight inare pieces of lead ; if 
Except when I trade with a fhip or a town— KI 
Why then I make pieces of iron go down; i) 
One property more I would have you remark, 4f 


No lady was ever more fond of a {park ; 
The moment I get one my foul’s all on fire, 
lroar out my joy, and in tranfport expire. 


POETRY. 
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On hearing, in the Month of May, that Rofe Drewe, Ef, 


had eftablifhed a Sunday-School for poor Children, 
Wooton, in Dorfeifhire. 


HE rofe in June, to all a faveurite flower, 
Blooms in the garden, decorates the bower : 

To peers and peafants adds a feeming grace, 

Its blufhes emulate the fair one’s face! 

‘The rofe of May in Dorfetfhire expands, 

Whote cheering effence fweetens every land ; 

Whofe root fhoots charity, whofe fruit is joy, 

Whofe leaves ne’er droop, whofe balfam never cloys 5 
Bercft of therns, from wounds you’re very fure, 
And where inflicted feldom fails to cure ! 

Guides them the way of innocence and peace, 
Bleflings confer that fly not, or decreafe ; 

‘The faving road of induftry points out, 

Vrefervative more fure than drop or gout ; 

And beft of all, when evening tide draws near, 
Makes them fet happy, hoping better chear ! 

The damafk rofe for fragrance may conteft, 

And that her beauties are by all confefs’d ; 

Still, as a balfam for internal ills, 
Dittinguith’d Wooton is as Dorfet hills ! 

M. 
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Cm 





A Defcription of the Fall of the Druds. 


ONG in the midft of Caledonia’s land 
The Druid rulers held fupreme command ; 


Long 
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Long o’er a nation rul’d with temperate fway, 
And faw their happy fons with joy obey. 
Even when the world’s great fovereigns doom’d their fall, 
And crufh’d by ftern decrees th’ imperious Gaul, 
Beneath thy fpreading oaks, fecure from harm, 
Thy fons, Britannia, liv’d, nor felt alarm : 
Her northern race along the peaceful fhore 
Heard but the torrent dafh, and ocean roar. 
? Twas paft. Revolving ages fwept away 
Race after race, fucceffive in decay. 
A fiercer band appear’d, whofe hands defac’d 
The peaceful groves, and laid the nation wafte : 
A tribe commiffion’d by anangry God, 
From Scandinavian deferts rufh’d abroad ; 
In fearch of foreign regions f{pread afar, 
A lawlefs crowd, that menac’d {poil and war. 
To Caledonia’s coaft they held their courfe, 
An hoft unmatch’d in number as in force ; 
There, like fome mighty river fwell’d with rain, 
Now rag’d the naked Pict or barbarous Dane; 
Blood-thirfty crew, to furious battle bred, 
That joy’d in flaughter, and in heaps of dead ! 
Nought fay’d their hands, in horrid league combin’d, 
Vows, fhrieks, and fuppliant prayers were loft in wind, 
Thefe o’er the ruin of their loft domain 
The Druid people breath’d, but breath’d in vain. 
Hark, yonloud crafh! the cleaving ‘axe defcends ; 
And lo, the monarch of the woodland bends, 
From his old manfion caft! Supine he lies, 
In age defac’d, the fierce invader’s prize ; 
On his own ground he falls, expofed and bare ; 
Shorn is his trunk, his leaves are loft in air. 
Yet thefe fo fell, fo ruthlefs; as they ey’d 
The fane, in filence felt their rage fubfide ; 
They rais’d their hands, but trembled at the view, 
Grew tame, and, wond’ring at themfelves, withdrew. 
Mean tiine the Druid priefts, defpis’d, o’erthrown, 
As ftrangers roam’d o’er regions once their own; 
Deep in the folitary vales they ftray’d, 
Or flept bencath the mountain’s cheerlefs fhade ; 
Or fought, their fate in anguifh to deplore, 
Their ancient feats, the feats of joy no more. 
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A few, the reliques of the mighty dead, 

Crept from their caverns; weak, opprefs’d, difmay’d. 
No grove around the facred manfion rofe, 

No dark brown woods, or bowers of deep repofe ; 
No throng with rev’rence bow’d before the fhrinc, 
Nor virgin’s fix’d eye fcann’d the Power Divine: 
Arm’d with keen faulchions, and refolv’d on death, 
A barbarous people rufn’d to war beneath ; 

War wes their trade, and his the firft reward, 
Whofe ruthlets heart in battle greatly dar’d; 
Whofe arm, if carnage ftain’d the whirling fpear, 
Knew no diftinétion in its mad career, 

Bu: ever bent on fome difaftrous end, , 

Whelm’d in wide havock, brother, father, friend : 
Thefe they beheld, then, with averted gaze, 

Sunk in their vales, and dream’d of ancient days ! 





A Sonnet, written in the Highlands, by Dr. Downman. 


Do not blame thefe rocks, and barren hills, 

This defert wildernefs which round me lies, 
Wide glens, where Nature rude hath fix’d her feat, 
Dark heaths, o’er which the {creaming eagle flies, 

While the fierce winds my tottering manfion beat ; 
For favage Pain, the worft of human ills, 
Tho’ fcenes of pure and exquifite delight 
Were round me caft, meadows, and fairy groves, 
All that might captivate the wond’ring fight, 
Tho’ by foft ftreams fhould echo murmuring doves, 
Tho’ warm Etefian gales fhould gently play, 
And Philomela tune her fwectett voice, 
Poffefling whom, night envies not the day, 
| Pain, favage Pain, forbids me to rejoice. 





Lines written extempore on the Marriage of John Chap 
man, E/q. of Wood-fireet, London, to Mrs. Jultice, of 
Appleford, Berks. ’ 


RAY where’s the wonder, for the like 
Too oft I fear does hap man) 
That ju/tice fhould a bargain ftrike, 
When the had founda chapman, 
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